STUDENTS APPEAL FOR HELP ON 2009 SOL BARBADOS RALLY
Students with OUMF – the OXFORD UNIVERSITIES MOTORSPORT FOUNDATION - have pledged not to disappoint their fans on Barbados this May. After an astonishing 2nd in Class and 46th out of 89 overall with their 1965 Riley 1.5 in 2008 on their first SOL BARBADOS RALLY, the team are now set to return in 2009 with the car they have totally restored and prepared. This is thanks to the support of Phillips Tyres – Oxford’s top tyre supplier – who has pledged to meet 25% of the OUMF Team’s costs.

“Paul Phillips’ generosity and vision in helping us get to this event will ensure that top young engineers will benefit from a two week concentrated practical learning experience” said Ding Boston who leads the OUMF Team. “This is the best rally, and the race mechanics in Barbados are some of the most resourceful engineers on the planet. This kind of ‘hands on’ exercise is essential so students can relate the theoretical learning at university to the real world and become capable – and employable – engineers”.
OUMF was founded by students in 2005, and exists for students at both of the universities in Oxford. As such, it is independent of both, and receives no academic or government funding. Until endowment is secured for the Foundation, the students raise all funds themselves. The aim of the Foundation is to provide young students – and particularly engineers – with a ‘real world’ practical facility in which aptitude, resourcefulness, and technical know-how can flourish. This is coupled with rich social interaction and regular motorsport experience to test and develop their projects.

Even when the OUMF Riley is Barbados-bound on the Geest Line banana boat, the students have a funding mountain to climb. They still need over £5000 to cover the flights, accommodation, fuel, and other expenses of the rally if they are to follow it out to the island on May 20th. “Education can’t just stop for a generation because of this economic climate” says Boston, “we are appealing for donations – however small – from both the public and the industry. We received generous product support from many firms in 2008 – including Virgin Atlantic, Eclipse Events, Geest Line, Recaro, TOYO Tires, Saftek Brakes, Luke Seatbelts, MASS Engines, Powervamp, AMSOIL, Helix Clutches, Brise Electrics, Ashley Exhausts, and many more. Local firms also kindly helped, including the Swan Motor Company, Xi’an, Ashby Engineering, Cherwell Car Finance, and Horspath Service Station. So the car has the best components for 2009; we now appeal to one of the famous British characteristics – support for the plucky outsider – to raise the funds and let these talented youngsters demonstrate that they can achieve even greater things with the right equipment…even against the modern World Rally Cars and WRC drivers in Barbados”.
“The Barbados Rally Club are fantastic, and we received great help from Greg and Vicki Cozier, Barry Gale, the Ullyetts’ Machine Shop Service, Rachel Pilgrim at Virgin Atlantic, Neptune Tours, Cockspur Rum, Errie’s Tyres and so many others on the island. We have already received two pledges of BBD$500 from fans out there for this year!”says Jon Puliston, a third-year engineering student at Brookes, and co-driver of the OUMF Riley. “They loved our unlikely entry and they are so enthusiastic and open-handed with the little they have. We challenge our British supporters not to be outshone by the generosity of this small Caribbean island!”
After last year’s event, OUMF featured in The Daily Telegraph, Classic Car Magazine, Practical Classics, Octane, and Classics Monthly publications – and on the internet. They displayed at the Goodwood Festival of Speed and Pageant of Power, promoting their sponsors at every opportunity – all proving that OUMF represents an excellent platform for promotion. They are negotiating similar full media coverage of their 2009 Sol Barbados Rally, as well as two independent TV companies.
The Team would particularly like to hear from anyone who might be able to offer them a place to stay while on the island, lend them a car, or help with fuel costs – and especially, help them with return flights! Potential sponsors and supporters are encouraged to follow the team’s progress at www.oumf.org. There is a Paypal donation facility on the site.
Otherwise, contact Ding Boston – Team Co-ordinator – at dboston@oumf.org or by phone on 07761 823609.
