OUMF 'Action Week' report
Huge congratulations are due to all those who took part in the highly ambitious programme of events last week. 

Read on to find out just how much we managed to achieve out of all the things that were planned...! 

The visit to Fabricage last Monday was very instructive and has at last provided the Inca with a first class rollcage - complete with door bars, rear cross and triangulated bracing bars. It also bolts into the shell on the screen pillars and B posts which should majorly increase the rigidity of the passenger cell, and it is due to be powder coated in the next few days. 

After a great evening out and overnight stay with Alan and Jo Coombs, we were able to spend the whole day at MASS Racing Engines a couple of miles down the road. As ever, the legendary John Wright dropped everything to give us the benefit of his enormous skill and profound knowledge of all aspects of engine building, and by the end of play we were able to present John with a bottle of champagne, load the 2000cc Alfa engine into the van - finally fully rebuilt after this 5th visit - feeling that perhaps this kind of practical learning was never so enjoyable...

After a day of printing and preparation on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday were spent at the Autosport International Show at the NEC, visiting the stands of many of our current supporters, and broadcasting the aims and successes of the OUMF initiative to others who have pledged their support too. I was able to introduce the team to many well-known members of the motor sport industry, from proprietors of top manufacturing and supply companies, to drivers and race series organisers. None were more important than Julius Thurgood, the power behind the new Historic Racing Drivers Club championship. Having delayed for too long, but with commitment now confirmed from several members of the OUMF team, we were able to confidently accept his amazing invitation to OUMF to race the Riley 1.5 in this, the first year of the series. After only 4 weeks, since the announcement, it is already well-subscribed and his adopting of us in 2011 promises to be a hell of an experience, with lots to learn, and all the teams and drivers to meet - so, very exciting and great fun.  

By Friday evening we felt we had really achieved a remarkable amount, and can only hope the responses to the shed load of follow up emails being sent this week will bring the positive results promised at the show.

On Saturday, the team met at the HQ and trailered the Inca Alfa to the bodyshop at Oxford Crash Repairs. Once on the lift there, the underside of the car was keyed and masked up with the guidance of John White, and then comprehensively sprayed with a thick coat of a special underbody protection. We hope that this will prevent chipping and other stone damage, as well as offering really good protection against rust. We then left it to cure overnight, and returning at 9.30 on Sunday morning...

...found it was totally dry, and looked fantastic - which meant that John was able to overspray all the underseal in Alfa red immediately. Then the Inca was off the lift and all hands to the Scotchbrite as every part of the car (except the interior of the boot and the engine bay) was given the final rub down. As soon as we had all pushed the car into the paint oven, we left John to finally mask up and apply the top coat, while we jumped into various motors and set off at a 'brisk pace' for Painswick in Gloucestershire - and Richard Falconer's invitation to OUMF to his 'Motoring Lunch'...

Shortly after passing a Hyundai Coupe - parked rather untidily on top of a dry stone wall on a sharp bend! - we reached Painswick. We found Richard's large and imposing Georgian house commanding a superb view of the lower part of this ancient Cotswold stone village and the valley beyond, which stretched away below his huge sloping garden. Between the house and the large expanse of lawn are the glass fronted garages that house some of his eclectic car collection - which includes a beautiful green 4.2 E Type Jaguar that his father bought new in 1965; one of his two mighty American 7 litre Chapparal Can Am racing cars from the 1960's; 4 Marcos sportscars in various stages of repair (from perfect - to pieces!), and a gorgeous Coventry Climax-powered, road registered Emeryson. This unique road rocket had started life as a 1950's single seater Formula Junior racing car - before being widened to accommodate two seats and given an all-enveloping, streamlined aluminium body, lights - and a few other items to make it road legal. It was in this form that Richard had bought it in 1970, while a student studying architecture - at what was then Oxford Polytechnic, now Brookes. He said he had bought it mainly to ensure that he was never been beaten off the line at traffic lights! He talked - very wittily and with huge enthusiasm - virtually non-stop throughout our visit, which included an excellent chicken casserole for lunch (kindly cooked by his wife Virginia) and a tour of the cars. By the time we left again at 4pm, my head was reeling with the great stories he had entertained us with, and the sheer amount of information and depth of motoring knowledge he displayed. An amazing afternoon.

When we got back to the bodyshop in Oxford, John ceremoniously opened the doors of the paint booth - to reveal the Inca completely transformed! Its dull grey primer is a thing of the past at last, now replaced by ravishing, gleaming Alfa Rosso red! What a milestone - and I really wish more of you could have been involved in what has been an incredible week! 

We have done so much...and everything we had set out to do. On top of that, we now have a project that looks a million dollars and will - I'm sure - renew everyone's enthusiasm as soon as you set eyes on it. 

It's looking so good now that it's easy to think it's nearly finished! - but while of course it is very much closer, we cannot afford to let up for a moment as it is only just over 5 weeks before you all display your creation on our OUMF stand at Race Retro...and before it sails for Barbados?!

Well done to everyone (whether you managed to get down for the Action Week or not) for what has been achieved so far. Now it's pedal to the metal in a race to the Chequered Flag..! 

See you soon - 

Ding  

