Oxford Universities Motorsport Foundation

An independent, pan-university student initiative, founded in 2005, to promote practical engineering and associated skills through the exciting medium of motor-racing and so encourage a lifetime interest in all aspects of the sport.

OUMF New Year Newsletter – 2011

Last year’s 15,000 word epic, detailing every aspect of OUMF’s activities over the preceding 12 months - took 3 weeks, ran to 6 pages (edited down from 10!!!) - and nearly ruined Christmas. Ironically, after all that effort, feedback indicated that it was so long that most of the busy recipients who support OUMF never got around to reading it! So this year, here’s something different to go with the OUMF card - which we hope you find more palatable and digestible! - plus two invitations…The first to the OUMF website at www.oumf.org for more news, events, and the growing roll of our kind supporters, and the second to our OUMF stand at the wonderful ‘Race Retro’ Show again in February to meet the students and see their work. We hope to see many supporters and old friends there. Until then, here is a flavour of what your encouragement and generous support has helped OUMF to achieve this year...
The Autosport Show 2010

The Equipe GTS Annual Dinner

The Race Retro Show 2010
A dozen 12 Car Rallies!  
‘The Bullnose’ Endurance Rally

The ‘One and Only’ Preston Rally

The Goodwood Festival of Speed

The Goodwood Revival

The Wallingford Classic Car Show

The FDMC Hungry Hill Production Car Trial

The SOL Barbados Rally

The Barbados Historic Rally Carnival

The Chelmsford MC ‘Woodbridge Gymkhana’

HSCC Silverstone Finals meeting

Equipe GTS racing at Brands Hatch

National Alfa Day - Shelsley Walsh

Cotswold Alfa Day and Giro Panoramica
Goodwood St Mary’s Trophy Track day

The Pomeroy Trophy – Silverstone

Track Driver Day – Silverstone

OMC Autosolo – Silverstone

Ice Go Karting

Add to this the numerous OUMF workshop/factory/team visits - including Phillips Tyres, Sportsline Racing, RW Racing, MASS Race Engines, Helix Race Clutches, Rae Davis Racing, Howard Engineering, Newbridge Motorsport, etc., …and of course, more than 70 sessions / over 400 hours of practical workshop experience in the cowshed!
The project cars have never failed to finish any competitive event we entered, the students involved have learned a huge amount and enjoyed a vast range of practical and motorsport experience…and individuals, clubs and companies have been very generous in their support. And thank God for them, because having done more than ever in this, our 5th year, we still have found no proper premises, and no core funding for our practical training programme. So maybe our luck will turn in 2011??! Here’s hoping…!
And our plans for the year ahead? Well, with perhaps the largest and most enthusiastic intake of new members this year since we began in 2005, the practical sessions in the cowshed have frequently been crowded to bursting during this term. Even on the coldest, wettest nights, the prospect of developing the project cars being worked on through real racing and rallying experience in 2011 has maintained a high level of enthusiastic expectation. Already teams are coalescing for another attempt to get to the SOL Barbados Rally and the Barbados Historic Rally Carnival, and attending loads of great shows like Autosport, Race Retro and the FOS - plus a plethora of 12 Car rallies, Autosolos, Trials, industry visits, etc. - of course! 
However, it is Julius Thurgood, of Top Hat and Goodwood fame, who has really set the students pulses racing. He has just made the tantalising suggestion that OUMF might field their Riley 1.5 in his exciting new Historic Racing Drivers Club championship in 2011 - and will help in any way he can, including waiving all entry fees! An amazing offer, and if we can figure how to raise the support needed to meet the other associated costs involved, we are determined to be there! Watch this space!
Many thanks for your continuing support - and best wishes for Christmas and a very Happy New Year!
Ding Boston – OUMF Coordinator
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