OMC / OUMF ‘Summer Scatter’ 12 Car Rally – June 15th 2011

To be honest, as a non-driver myself, the prospect of participating in a road rally was both confusing and slightly terrifying. However, reassured by Ding that as a backseat passenger in the TOYO Golf, neither navigational, let alone actual driving skills were required of me, it seemed I had nothing to lose (except maybe lunch) and so I found myself tagging along to Oxford Motor Club's 'Summer Scatter'.

The Talbot Inn at Eynsham was the starting point and we were fore-warned that the clues would all be South of the A34 and West of the A40. A ten minute delay between giving out Beginners' and Experts' clues gave a little extra route-planning time to other novice navigators - like Alex Champion - who didn't have Zip's awesome ability to navigate and plot simultaneously (a task admittedly made somewhat shorter for us, as we overlooked a page –i.e. a third! - of the clues. But of course we only discovered this at the end…). 

Faced with a choice between hunting lots of little clues, or fewer high-scoring ones, we took the latter approach (based on Ding and Zip's winning experience last year). There were two time-controlled points (each open for fifteen minutes and scoring twenty points) so obviously the route had to be planned around these. We cut it rather close on the first one as we found ourselves the wrong side of the river and thirty years too late for the Bablock Hythe ferry. However, a quick U-turn at Appleton got us there in time and we swooped past the second one en route to the ‘twenty pointer’ at Fernham. 

Staring in vain at the wrong gate for the answer cost us ten points and several precious minutes, but with that exception we found all the clues we were looking for. (I like to think that in wielding clue-sheet and pencil I made some indispensible contribution here but suspect that accurate navigation and pure luck played greater parts). When discussing afterwards the 'might-have-beens' it was a small consolation to discover that some of the clues we overlooked/skipped were apparently harder to find.

With a late-penalty of two points per minute, timing our return to the pub accurately was important. Despite finding ourselves stuck at traffic lights behind a convoy of muck-spreaders, we managed to make it back to the Talbot only two minutes late, thereby justifying our last minute dash to collect a five pointer. We finished in second place with 151 points, some 19 points down on the winning crew.

To one unused to travelling in the TOYO Golf, the ungodly screeches when chassis and rear tyres made contact over a bump were initially alarming, but otherwise Ding's driving left even a rather fragile passenger unshaken. The conditions were relatively good although it did start to rain around dusk and the shiny road which looked for all the world like standing water turned out to be perfectly dry - and just very shiny!

Overall it was a great evening; Ding and Zip made a brilliant driver/navigator team, and for the incompetent one in the back, it was a thoroughly fun taster of a sport that was completely new to me.

Vanessa Robinson
