Round 1 – 2011 CMSG 12 Car Road Rally Championship – Friday March 4th 2011

(Report by our Ukranian motor sport correspondent, Tetiana Vashchenko)

Hello, everyone! Today’s lecture is about the usefulness and effectiveness of Jaffa cakes on the wild (I believe she means ‘wheeled’…? Ed.) 12 car road rally! (
Firstly, Joe Sturdy and I were picked up by Ding in the TOYO tired Golf and - as we were running late - we went straight to Tescos to load up with Jaffa cakes. Ding says to me traditional time for Singeing is when drivers are given their Briefs – and when we come just in front of Briefs, we find we are in the dog house with the organizers – and they make many cruel joke about Ding’s ‘traditional timing’.

(Err…actually The Dog House is a lovely example of an Oxfordshire pub in Frilford Heath – and Tetiana clearly doesn’t fully grasp concept of ironic ‘rally banter’...Ed.)  

We were quickly Singed, and had intercourse with Tashi Ferguson and James Barratt - and then with Zip Zerihan and Mathew Allnutt when we try to keep warm in the freezie car park. Everyone laughed when Kevin gave us his Briefs - and then rushed into their cars to get away when Ding asked if the cameras were switched on (Speed cameras!!!! Ed.) Our TOYO Golf was car 9, and soon it was “28, 29, roarrr…30 – Go!”

The followed 10 fantastic and puzzling sections, accompanied by witty jokes and parts of number plates which were unexpected (passage control boards…Ed.) hidden in the hedges during the evening. The brakes frequently produced expensive aromas that hinted at thorough cooking, and I thought the Marshals were sometimes very mean - not giving us 1 second more ~.~ (…until I am told that is whole point of their task!) However, all of our field friends did a good job! Every time we run into them at ‘C’ marked Time Control, it was a big relief. But – as another envelope containing a clue was opened – a new anxiety also. 

Two hours passed quickly in pursuit of singes (chasing monkeys?! Ed.) and solving puzzles so kindly prepared for us by Kevin and Paul, the organisers. Only once we got completely stuck with a clue that looks like meaningless series of numbers. We tried to catch up another car to ask what all the numbers mean – but it wouldn’t stop, and as I had to make notes of things in stuck in bush (codeboards?!! Ed.) along the way (of course. Ed.!), we only caught up with it at next time control…( - 

It was a hard but enjoyable rally, and our TOYO 888’s - and our Jaffa cakes - never let us down :)

All praise to Joe, our great leader! (Sturdy – not Stalin surely? Ed.) 

We finished up the evening back in dog house again (THE PUB!!! Ed.)- with warm greetings and drinks with green horse pee. (Wasabi peanuts – I hope!? Ed.). Ding was awarded glass trophy as the Best 12 Car Rally Novice driver of 2010! (Big surprise to everyone! ( ) 

Our Toyo Golf was car no. 9 but we got higher place than that – coming 8th when results were announced. Zip and Mathew Allnutt in the behind position (I hope Tetiana means 9th ?) Ed.), and Tashi and James in Gulf Micra ended in the back seat (11th place?! Ed.), with much loving on the first time they come out (Sometimes linguistic accuracy is sooo overrated...Ed.)

Everyone was pleased with the racing. (By which of course Tetiana means ‘navigational exercise’ – and I’m sure we all forgive her shaky grasp of English…Ed.)  

So, one can be unaware what the road traffic signs mean, but should know how it is important to have enough fuel – in the form of Jaffa cakes - on a wild (mild?! Ed.) trip like this! 

Thank you and very welcome to the next racing (bracing? Ed.) event! 
Na konia!

Tetiana Vashchenko

