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A group of students felt they were lacking hands-on
motorsport experience, so they went to Barbados. ..

Words and pics: Carlin Gerbich
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Road Race RaI|I3RiIey 1.5

n the face of it, a trip to the

Caribbean to compete in the

annual Barbados Rally
Carnival looks a rather lavish
extravagance for a bunch of university

FAMOUS students besieged with rising fees and
NAMES the increases in costs for furthering
The 2008 Rally their education. But the Oxford

Barbados attracted  Unjversities Motorsport Foundation

63;&";2}; ig;?e (OUMF) looks on things a little

class and more differently. Two weeks of sun-

than 60 drenched sand and rum-fuelled
international relaxation was not how the eight
icn(’crlrl‘l%?rt]gof?r'm or  Students will remember their b rst
world champion sojourn to the south Caribbean.

Bjorn Waldegard, In fact, it was exceptionally hard
who, to the work. Both prior to getting the little
szl 01 uffs Riley 1.5 to Portsmouth for its three-
crowd, drove a

Porsche 911. week transatlantic trip aboard a Geest

cargo ship to Barbados in April for the
following monthOs event, and during
the Carnival where every waking
moment was spent either preparing,
bxing or reinforcing the car.

To understand just how a group of
LESS IS students came to be in Barbados
MORE earlier this year, we need to take a step
Despite havinga  pack three years to the formation of
population of just  tha OUMF. Mature student Tim

nder 282,000 JIR :
;nd alandmass of  Cotgrove had left his job as a city
only 166 square trader to undertake a Motorsport

miles, the island Engineering degree at Oxford Brookes

supports thriving ; ;
circuit racing, University but was staggered to b nd

rallying and off- that the course, in his opinion,
road racing series, contained little or no hands-on
with an event in practical experience. Brookes

either discipline

Bl aer competes in the Formula Student
every single programme, and students often spend
weekend. a lot of time with professional teams

on placement between their second

and third years. But the courses just

didn®t offer the breadth of learning
" Cotgrove was hoping for.

Student demonstration
OMotorsport programmes were based
& on CAD drawings theory,O explains
fellow OUMF founder Ding Boston,
Obut very little welding or practical
skills in learning how to bolt pieces
' tog ther bx parts or make do with a
. budget. | think itOs a mixture
ealth and safety, and the
reopleOs practical
ience.
tical
rs.yeqby the
: - n making a G-clamp.
ould say, | suppose, that if
) "—'F.' U Nbrsny instead of doing
ou donOt need to
to create things P all
e is your brain.
T - ¥ - torsport is one of the
- s A g, e 2 growt eas in the sport as a
*We learned more in that two i youOue ot oder peopi

one of their expertise

weeks than weeve learned  _ R oo
together in the past three yearsZ

ere those skills are
g and young people are
ed with sport at the bottom.

ant to get into Formula »
[

SICS MONTBILY

CLM144.rrr Secl:81 2/10/08 8:57:51 am



Riley 1.5| Road Race Rally

One, they want the glamour jobs B
Moto GP, WRC b and they donpt even
know about this side of racing.O

Enthusiastic response
The response to a handful of Ryers

dished out during the FreshersO Fair in

2005 was astounding, and since then
the OUMF has spent at least two
evenings a week, sometimes more
depending on deadlines to events
(while still balancing studies), in a
cowshed on the outskirts of Oxford
expanding their practical skills. They
donOt receive any funding aside from

the odd generous donation and itOs not

a course. 1tOs simply an opportunity
for the students to learn more about
whatOs required to transform a car
from the street to the stage or circuit,
and drive and run it themselves.
Ol1t0s just a place for young
engineers to go and practise their
skills,0 explains Boston. OTheyQOre
not necessarily all engineers: some
are classics scholars or psychology
students. The whole idea of
hanging it on the motorsport
theme is if youOre trying to teach
people to do things with their
hands, how much better is it to have a
carrot where you can see the result of
that work in competition?O
Work on this 1965 Riley 1.5 started

online and bought for £300 but when

Lessons learnt

“What did we learn in Barbados?” asks
Ding Boston. “Well, it spins your head
just being there — and not because of the
rum. It was total information overload
because being with George [Ullyett] is so
intense. What ostensibly looks like a
holiday in reality turns out to be a lot of
hard work — long days, early starts and
short nights. But it paid off. | think only
one nut fell off the car the entire time

we were there. But bloody George: he
made us work!”
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STUFH
Waldegard
described his
Porsche’s steering
seizure on the first
stage of the Sol
Rally Barbados,
subsequent roll
and the several
minutes he spent
trapped in the car
upside down in
the car as
spectators ran to
his aid as “the
scariest moment in
my entire career.”

Above left
Everyone who saw
the Riley just
seemed to love it.

Left
The students are
obviously proud of
the little Riley they
brought back from

the dead.

TECHNICAL SPEC
Riley 1.5

ENGINE 1489cc B-Series, cast-iron head
and block bored out 0.40in oversize to
1531cc, Eurocarb twin H4 1.5in SU
carburettors, Ashley Exhausts tubular
manifold with bespoke exhaust system

POWER 100bhp at the wheels

TRANSMISSIONStandard Riley 1.5 four-
speed, rear-wheel drive,
Quaife 4.22 limited-slip differential

INTERIOR Recaro seats, TRS 3in 5-point
harnesses, Fabricage bolt-in

six-point rollcage, SPA fire extinguisher
system, Brantz rally clock

SUSPENSION  Superpro polyurethane
bushes, Sportsline Koni telescopic damper
conversion front and rear, Swan Motor
Centre front anti-roll bar

BRAKES BG Developments brake servo,
and master and slave cylinders with Alfin-
type drums front and rear, uprated brake
linings, stainless steel braided hoses and
Wolseley 1500 Spares fly-off handbrake

WHEELS KN 13 x 5J alloy wheels
(Barbados only)

TYRES 185 x 60 R13 TOYO 888 Proxes
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they looked closer, they saw it was in
Scotland and would need to be
trailered to Oxford. Kindly, the owner
agreed to take it down there, but he
spent most of that £300 in fuel for his
Range Rover during the return trip.

The car was in terrible shape: it had
been sitting dormant in a beld, rusting
away, so the students had a lot of work
to do to get the car competition-ready,
as Boston explains.

OWe had to do a hell of a lot of
welding on it. | think we got one of the
very last pairs of factory sills. We
couldnOt nd certain components at all
b the driverOs wing was made up of
three separate wings welded together,
so itOs possibly the worst wing on the
car. Likewise the front panel D | think
that was a Wolseley and a Riley front
panel put together. The rear of the car
is very heavily b breglassed: you just
cannot get panels for the rear of these
cars for love nor money.O

Built to classic FIA rallying spec, the
RileyOs in relatively standard trim: the
engineOs had only minor tweaks, the
brakes are much as ited at the factory
B even the interior trimOs still in place.

OThe only non-standard parts on it
are the bigger fuel tank and the
rolicage. And the only change weOve
made on the car that didnOt come with
it, but were done in period, are the
telescopic dampers. We discovered
Koni were producing kits for the Riley
at the time, and weOve got an original
kit on there. Apart from that, the car »
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*The car was In terrible shape ... if
been sitting in &ld, rusting awayZ

FOREIGN
LEGION

Short stages and
unique tarmac
conditions make
the event a tough
one for visitors.
Irish rallying ace
and former Colin
McRae Scholarship
winner Kris Meeke
was the first non-
Caribbean driver
to win the event
since fellow
countryman Kenny
McKinstry
managed the feat
in 1996.

Above right

Aside from seats
and rollcage this
interior is pretty
much standard.
Far right

Do you see also
these wheels and
immediately think
e2l BMW?
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Riley 1.5 Road Race Rally

would pass muster as a historic racer b
once we take the modern sponsors
stickers off.O

Maklng an impression

In fact, the Riley has impressed almost
everyone whoOs seen it B and the
students have been invited to compete
at the Goodwood Revival, LE JOG and

*\WRC mechanics were descending

aware that a little P nancial massaging
from organisers and a lot of local help
(chieBy from Carnival founder Greg
Cozier, international competitor
liaison ofpcer Richard Daniel and
local motorsport experts and
engineers George and Geoffrey
Ullyett) that it was just possible.

Oln reality the support was
absolutely overwhelming,0 says

Boston. OGreg gave us his beach home

for two weeks, which couldnOt have
been more perfect. RC (Daniel) turned
up on the Prst day with a huge

amount of food and drink for us that
his wife had made; Geoff provided a
van for the two weeks to get us
around B they couldnOt have made us
feel more welcome. Even all the other
competitors were fantastic. At the prst

HOT STUFF

Barbados rarely
sees its daytime
temperature dip
below 27 degrees
— something the
OUMF team
learned very
quickly having
ducked down to
the local shop for
some milk for tea.
The milk had
turned sour in the
10 minutes it took
to_ walk home.

on

the car to ask what needed doing Z

the Tour Britannia. The car was also
at the Goodwood Festival of Speed in
July and Race Retro in March, where
the invitation to Barbados was made
by motorsport journalist and Rally
Carnival veteran Martin Sharp.

At the time, it seemed a generous
but impossible task. OUMF needed to
Pnd £10,000 to ship the car and fund
the Rights, food and accommodation
for the eight students whoOd
accompany the car. But Sharp was
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event, the King of the Hill, everyone
from World Rally Car mechanics to
GeoffOs crew were descending on the
car after every run we made to ask
what needed doing.O0

Results weren®t that important.
Boston and co-driver Jon Pulliston
managed to secure second during the
King of the Hill sprint event on the
brst weekend of the Carnival, but
failed to post an overall position
during the rally. They clouted a wall

Main image

Barbados has a

relaxed attitude to
most things,
including allowing
cars on to beaches.

and dented the driverOs side front
wing during one stage, then got lost
on a road section between stages
during the second day, which
unfortunately put them out of the
running for overall points.

OWhat was really encouraging was
how the team worked together as a
proper crew,O says Boston. OWe
learned more in that two weeks than
weOve learned together in the past
three years: it was a real pressure-
cooker environment, and the only way
for them to get that experience is by
going out and doing it.O
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